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Pastor Chuck Morley,
Atlanta, Georgia, USA

Beloved, | wish above all
things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even
asthy soul prospereth. (3 John
2)

| lovetheinternet. It has
made Bible study exciting to
me. It has enabled me to
access numerous
commentaries and other
writingsthat | do not havein
my library. As| began to
search what reliable men of
God had to say about John's
writing, | found that all were
together in their interpretation
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PROSPER AS YOUR
SOUL PROSPERS

of thisverse. Not one of them
understood it to mean
financial prosperity.

| even found a quote from
Jim Bakker, former CEO of
Heritage USA and the PTL
Network . Two decades ago,
before hisincarceration,
brother Bakker was one on the
biggest proponents of the
prosperity gospel. | believe he
said it the best.

I'd always quoted 3 John
2, saying, "Aboveall things
God wants you to

prosper.” | loved that

Scripture. It looks great on a
TV screen when you'reraising
funds, and | interpreted it as
God wants you to be rich. But
when | got to the words of

John, | said, "Now thisdon't
make sense." So | took the
word prosper apart in the
Greek and found out it's made
up of two words - thefirst
word means good or well and
the second road. It'sa
progressive word, so it'slike a
journey. So, here's John
saying, basically, "Beloved, |
want you to have agood
journey through life as your
soul has a good journey to
heaven." It was a greeting!
Building theology on that is
like building the church on
"Have anice day."

"Giveand it shal be
given unto you." When | put
that Scripture back into its
context, | found Christ was

teaching on forgiveness, not
on money. He was teaching us
that by the same measure that
weforgive, wewill be
forgiven.

| had gotten my sermons
from other people. The Bible
warns about the

shepherds who get their

messages from each other. |
think today the reason we have
another gospel and another
Jesus being preached is
because men have gotten their
sermons from each other and
from motivational teaching. A
lot of what's being taught
today issimply motivational
teaching with afew scriptures
put to it. (Jim Bakker, on
Prosperity Preaching, taken

-6 -

from site http//
:www.gospel com.net/
apol ogeticsindex/p00.html)
The more | studied the
Bible, however, | had to admit
that the prosperity message
did not line up with the tenor
of Scripture... | was deeply
grateful that God had not
struck me dead as afalse
prophet! | studied every word
of Jesus over a period of two
years, and | was convinced
that the prosperity message
was at best an aberration and
at worst "another gospel"
contrary to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. (Jim Bakker, | Was
Wrong Nelson Publishing,
pp.533, 543))

The NIV version also
helps us to get alittle better
understanding of this

verse.

Dear friend, | pray that you
may enjoy good health and
that all may go well with you,
even as your soul is getting
along well. (3 John 2 NIV)

Rev. Dr. Jason Vgheﬁe
M.D., Th.D

W hat is grace? The
dictionary meaning isthe
exercise of love, kindness,
mercy, and favor. Itaso
means the divine favor toward
man and the mercy of God as
distinguished from Hisjustice.

Grace comes from the
Latin word "gratia' meaning
favor and kindness, and the
Hebrew word "Chen" meaning
grace of God.

The popular acronym used
when learning about gracein
Bible school isthat GRACE
stands for "God's Redemption
at Christ's Expense”.

Thisleads usto the
Amazing Grace. Thisamazing
grace iswhen Jesus Christ
displayed for you and me when
he died on the cross for our
sins. HisAmazing grace saved
awretch like me, | once was
lost but now I'm found, | was
blind but now | see We as
Christians are able to partake
in this grace by after accepting
Christ as our personal savior
and following His Word and
taking the water baptism.
Welcometo all the new and
old partakers of HisAmazing
Grace. Thisisabigstepin
your personal walk with

GRACE..

.God's

Redemption At Christ's Expense

Christ. We all weretied down
by chains of sin but have been
set free by His grace. We were
walking in thisworld blind to
the power of Jesus Christ and
the salvation offered through
Jesus Christ. We all were lost
in the ocean of sin and the
secular world, but we were
found by the love of Christ.
He saved me and you so that
we may live eternally with our
Heavenly father. How
marvelousisthe Lord and the
compassion He bestows upon
us. We have freedom with
Christ. All our worries,
doubts, and insecuritiesarein
His hands.

In 2 Corinthians 12 we see
Apostle Paul writing about
grace. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.
"To keep me from becoming
conceited because of these
surpassingly great revelations,
therewas given me athornin
my flesh, amessenger of Satan
totorment me. Threetimes|
pleaded with the Lord to take
it away from me. But he said
tome, "My GRACE IS
SUFFICIENT FOR YOU,
FOR MY POWER ISMADE
PERFECT IN WEAKNESS"
Therefore | will boast all the
more gladly about my weak-
nesses so that CHRIST's
POWER may rest on me. That
iswhy, for Christ's sake, |
delight in weaknesses, insults,
in hardships, in persecutions,
indifficulties. FOR WHEN |

AM WEAK, then | AM
STRONG". When you realize
that you are weak and unable
to doit by yourself, that's
when you need to be faithful
and depend upon God's grace.
Our weakness shows Christ's
power and by His grace we are
made perfect. And our
weakness |eads to a deeper
dependence on God and His
grace. Life can be hard at
times. Maybe Satan or a
messenger of Satan has come
into your lifeto beathornin
your side. Thethornsthat
comeinto your life may pierce
your flesh, but they cannot
pierceyour faith. Remember
alwaysthat His Graceis
always sufficient for us. Our
weakness allows us to become
dependent upon the Lord.
Depend upon Christin all
situations and circumstances
and He shall direct your path.
If you feel like you have
multiple thornsin your life
attacking your health, your
relationships, and your
career...rely on the grace of
God. Christ will strengthen
you, rebuild your broken
relationships and catapult your
career to the next level.
Continue to pray and have
faith that does not falter. God
will carry you whenyou
cannot carry on.

Everything that we are and
everything we have can be
gonein aninstant. \We can

have all the beauty of the
world and it can be goneina
moment. We can have all the
health, wealth, and intelligence
thisworld has to offer and it
can be taken away in ablink of
an eye. We must remember
that we all are blessed and
afforded the pleasures of the
world...only because of the
grace of God. Bethankful for
all God's blessing and do not
let anything or anyone be
greater than Christ. Our focus
should remain upon Jesus
Christ.

Also, know that God uses
imperfect people. God uses
individualsthat realize that |
am because of Him". When
one understands that every-

thing we achieve and receiveis
only because of Hisgrace. It
is not our own merit, intellect,
or strength that we all have
come thusfar. We have
nothing to boast, but boast
about the greatness of Christ
and how he choseto save a
wretch like me.

God will use you for His
ministry and bless you beyond
your highest aspirationswhen
you give Him the glory and
praise Him for everything that
you accomplish or attain.
Never let go of the promises of
God. No matter how many
thorns pierce your flesh, know
Christiswith you through it all
and His Grace is sufficient for
you!
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Come and spend the day with the family and kids!
Enjoy a fun filled afternoon with bounce houses, obstacle
courses, a petting zoo, barbecue, snacks, games,
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I. P. C. Ebenezer Full Gospel Assembly
October 29, 2011 11am-6pm
1927 Rosebud Drive Irving Texas 75060
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