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Poverty comes from Hell,
...prosperity comes from
Heaven. Sow a big seed, when
you confess it, you are
activating the supernatural
forces of God. (famous
prosperity teacher)

Before we begin this
section, | would liketo say that
| believe both God and Satan
make certain individualsrich or
poor. But there are exceptions
on both sides.

1. Satan isresponsible for
the riches accumulated by all
illegal and immoral activities.
God does not prosper the drug
dealer, the bootlegger, the pimp,
the thief, or the religious
hireling. | believe Satan does.
He also contributes to the
poverty, sickness and death that
many suffer because of their
addictions and promiscuous
lifestyle. However, we must
realizethat Satan can do nothing
without first receiving
permission from God.
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Y IS A CURSE

TO BE POOR IS A SIN

2. “For promotion cometh
neither from the east, nor from
thewest, nor from the south. But
God is the judge: he putteth
down one, and setteth up
another.” (Psalm 75:6-7)

I’'m going to use a
scripture that makes most
Prosperity and Word of Faith
teachers cringe. “...the Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of
the Lord.” (Job 1:21) They
cringe at thisverse becauseitis
one of the biggest
contradictions to their gospel.
They try to explain Job’s
statement away with the notion
that since the book of Jobisthe
oldest inthe cannon of scripture,
he had no other biblical writers
to influence and guide him. So,
he was wrong when he said,
“...the Lord gave and the Lord
hath taken away...” It seems he
just didn’'t know any better.
Listen to thisexample.

You know what? We've
said thisamilliontimesandit’s
not even scriptural - all because
of Job: “TheLord givethand the
Lord taketh away. Blessed be
the name of the Lord.” | have
news for you: that is not Bible,
that’snot Bible. The Lord giveth

and never taketh away. And just
because hesaid, “Blessed bethe
name of the Lord,” don't mean
that he's right. When he said,
“Blessed be the name,” he was
just being religious. And being
religious don’'t mean you're
right. (famous prosperity
teacher)

This evangelist should
have continued reading into the
next verse. In al this Job sinned
not, nor charged God foolishly.
(Job 1:22)

Doesthe Lord “giveth and
never taketh away” ring true
throughout scripture? Do you
remember the story of King
Saul and hisdisobedienceto the
Lord in the battle with the
Amalekites? L et meremind you
of Samuel the prophet’s words
to King Saul.

...Because thou hast
rejected the word of the Lord,
he hath also rejected thee from
being king. (1 Samuel 15:23)
God gave Saul the position of
King, and God took it away. You
see, the truth is, Job had the
same guidance and influence as
M oses, the prophets, Peter, Paul
etc.

All scripture is given by
inspiration of God... (2 Tim

3:16) Knowing thisfirst, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of
any private interpretation. For
the prophecy came not in time
by thewill of man; but holy men
of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost. (2
Peter 1:21)

Job didn’'t miss God. He
didn’t have to preach someone
else’'s sermon, as is so popular
today. There was no religious
celebrity’sbandwagon to climb
on. The Holy Spirit filled his
heart, and his mouth spoke asif
it had been God himself.

Jobisalso aprimeexample
that God does bless some
people with earthly riches. But
no where in scripture does He
promise every believer this
sameblessing.

Both Luke and Mark
record the story of the widow
who gave her only two mites,
and was commended by Jesus
over the rich men of the
synagogue who gave much
more. Take a close look at this
story.

And helooked up, and saw
the rich men casting their gifts
into the treasury. And he saw
also a certain poor widow
castingin thither two mites. And

4

he said, Of a truth | say unto
you, that this poor widow hath
cast in more than they al: For
all these have of their abundance
cast in unto the offerings of
God: but she of her penury hath
castinall theliving that she had.
(Luke 21:1-4)

Twice Jesusreferred to this
widow as being poor. He also
says she gave out of her penury
which means “ extreme poverty
and want.” And because of that
extreme poverty she could only
give two mites. That's al that
she had to live on that day.

Now, if being poor isasin,
as the church is being led to
believe, why was there no
rebuke from our Lord? If
poverty isacurse or ademonic
spirit, why wasthere no offer of
deliverance? The reason is
simple; neither belief istrue.

Instead, only praise,
because her offering was one of
compassion and obedience. She
did not give to get, she gave to
love. If you think that she gave
all that she had in order to
receive a 30, 60 or 100 fold
return, how will you explain
Romans 11:35? “Who has ever
given to God, that God should
repay him?’ (NIV) If that had
been her motive, than Jesus
would have been obligated to
rebuke her. You see, the focus
was not of the quantity of the
gifts, but the quality (motive) of

the givers.Matthew, Mark
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01 % POVERTY IS A CURSE TO BE POOR IS A SIN

and Luketell this story.

And, behold one came and
said unto him, Good Master,
what good thing shall | do, that
| may have eternal life?

..if thouwilt enter into life,
keep the commandments. ...The
young man saith unto him, All
thesethingshavel kept frommy
youth up: what lack | yet? Jesus
said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou
hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come and follow
me. But when the young man
heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful: for he had great
possessions. (Matthew 19:16-
22)

Let's look at verse 21.
“...sell what thou hast, and give
to the poor...” If being poor isa
sin, again, the question, should
money or repentance have been
ministered? If being poor is a
sin, why are we not warned in
scripture about falling into its
trap? Like adultery, stealing, or
lying, shouldn’t there have been
a commandment like, “Thou

shalt not labor for any wage
below minimum?’ Or maybe,
“When thou workest, be surethy
pay scale is above poverty
level?” No, that’s ridiculous.
And so is believing that poor
people are sinners, and that if
you live below the poverty level
you are under acurse.

There is another reason
why this man could not give up
hisriches. When Jesus spoketo
him in verse 21 He had
discerned something and said,
“If thou wilt be perfect, go and
sell that thou hast....” Theword
perfect comes from the

Greek word “teleios”. It
means, “complete, growth,
mental and moral character.” In
one word; maturity.

When children want
something, they will usually go
toany lengthto get it. Haveyou
ever been in a grocery or
department store and heard the
screams of a child who wanted
something but wasdenied by his
or her parent? When children
want to keep something they
already have, it's the same

response. Have you ever tried
to take acookie, piece of candy
or atoy from achild?

This man had kept the law
outwardly, but was still
immature spiritually. Jesuswas
saying, “If you realy want to
demonstrate the love of God
that you profess you have, then
sell everything.” Hewasn't too
different than a lot of today’s
church members. As long as
they can serve God ontheir own
terms, everything is fine. But
when the Holy Spirit begins to
challenge their lifestyle or
begins correcting them, they
will start looking for a new
church.

He left sorrowfully
because he knew Jesus had
spoken the truth. He may very
well have wanted to serve God
and be assured of heaven, but
he didn’t want to give up his
way of lifeto doit.

How about the heroes of
faithin Hebrewseleven? When
prosperity teachers teach about
men and women of faith, they
aways seem to skip over this

group.
And others had trial of
cruel mocking and scourging,
yea, moreover of bonds and
imprisonment: They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder,
were tempted, and were slain
with the sword: they wandered
about in sheepskins and
goatskins: being destitute,
afflicted, tormented: (Of whom
theworld was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and
cavesof theearth. And theseall,
having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the
promise: (Hebrews 11:36-39)
According to prosperity
teaching these stalwart soldiers
of theliving God are considered
cursed andinsin. But God gives
them a good report through
faith. They will stand shoulder
to shoulder with the widow to
hear Jesus proclaim them as
good and faithful servants.
I’'m sure someone will
respond with, “But pastor, ook
inverse 39, they did not receive
the promise.” What was the

promise they didn’t receive?
Was it the promise for wealth
and prosperity through faith?
Wasit the promise of abundant
living through positive
confession; or lands and
houses? No, it was the same
promise that’sin verse 13.

These all died in faith, not
having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them,
and embraced them, and
confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. (Hebrews 11:13)

So what was the promise
these men and women of faith
never received? Very simple,
Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and Sarah looked
for the coming Messiah. The
New Testament saints |ooked
for His deliverance.

Their faith was not in
acquiring wealth and riches,
housesand land. It wasin seeing
and experiencing the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords.
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“ Take up one idea, make
that one idea as your life,
think of it, dream of it, live on
that idea, |et the brain,
muscles, nerves every part of
your body befill of that idea,
and just |eave every other
idea. Thisistheway to
success’
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“The men who try to do
something and fail are infi-
nitely better than those who
try to do nothing and succeed”
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“If you are aiming to
nowhere, that isjust where you
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Rev. K.M. Johnson, Poovanthuruth
Phoebe Childrens Home,

Nariyapuram P.O.

Pathanamthitta, Kerala - 689 513
Phone :+91- 9497161022
E-mail:info@phoebechildrens home.com

Website :

www.phoebechildrenshome.com

wlalenganm.

President & Director

We Need :

Contributions, Sponcerships, Dresses,
Books, Educational Equipments, Pe-
riodicals Food Materias, Toys €fc.....

m Gal6N aikBiuOdMI €ando
DGRV 1B
PHOESE CHII.DREN§ HOME

A Chderens Home Ur '|

Please Send your Helps to Phoebe
ChildrensHome in favour of

{ Philadelphia Compassion Society’

A/c No. 021501001008
ICICI Bank,

.. (IFSC/RTGS/NEFT Code -0000215)
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