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BE A LIGHT THAT SHINES FOR CHRIST

[ Article

REV. DR. JASON VARGHESE
M.D., Th.D

I n this world full of darkness
and despair we the believers of
Christ must shine so that others
may know and follow the Lord
and be saved from destruction.
So we as individuals need to be
a light that shines brighter than
ever before. There are 5 points
that make up the acronym LIGHT
which tells us how to be a light
that shines for Christ.

L - stands for Learn from your
mistakes and the mistakes of
others. In Philippians 4:9, Paul
says "whatever you have
learned or received or heard from
me, or seen in me- put into prac-
tice. And the God of peace will
be with you." Paul was telling
us also that learn from my mis-
takes, hardships, and trials. And
the only true way of learning
from mistakes is by putting that
lesson into practice for the fu-
ture. For example, Michael Dell

who is the founder, chairman, &
CEO of Dell inc, is the 44th rich-
est person in the world with a
net worth of $14.6 billion. And
he has been quoted by saying
"Recognize that there will be fail-
ures, and acknowledge that
there will be obstacles. But you
will learn from your mistakes and
the mistakes of others, for there
is very little learning in suc-
cess." Now if Mr. Dell could
learn from his mistakes and be
successful we too can be shin-
ing lights for Christ by follow-
ing the same philosophy. We
are living in an ever-changing
world full of distractions that try
to divert us from the path of righ-
teousness. But we must hold-
fast and stand firm in the Lord
and not make the same mistakes
twice.

I- stands for Invite and allow the
Holy Spirit to guide your steps.
The movement we take water
baptism and emerge a new crea-
ture we are covered by the Holy
Spirit. Now at times, we ignore
the Holy Spirit's direction and
guidance and follow our earthly
desires and wants. That is when
we as believers get into trouble
and stray away from God's-will
and do our-will. John 16:13,
says "...when he the Spirit of
truth (Holy Spirit) comes he will
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guide you into all truth." There
are many people ready and will-
ing to guide you in many differ-
ent directions. Some are moti-
vated by wealth, power, and in-
fluence that will lead to destruc-
tion. Butthe Holy Spirit is moti-
vated by the Lord to save the
souls of the lost.

G- stands for Give more to the
Lord and others. Now this is a
sensitive subject among believ-
ers. | do not want or need your
money but the church needs fi-
nancial support to continue mis-
sionary work and the spreading
of the Gospel. How much you
decide to give to the Lord is up
to you. The Lord wants and
delights in a cheerful giver, not
someone that gives with reluc-
tance. Acts 20:35, the Lord
Jesus himself said, "It is more
blessed to give than to receive."
But giving is not limited to fi-
nancial support, it includes your
time, efforts, talents, and abili-
ties. You must give of yourself
in order for God to truly use you.
When you use your talents and
abilities for Christ, God will
strengthen and empower your
talents and abilities. This will
make you shine for Christ.

H- stands for Humble yourself
with every blessing. Now this
is hard, but our first response

for every victory, blessing, gift,
or success must be thanks and
praise to our Heavenly Father.
Because it is only be Him that
we have anything or are any-
thing. Realizing that we are noth-
ing without Christ and realizing
that we have nothing but Christ
should be forever in our mind
and heart. Matthew 23:12 says,
"For whoever exalts himself will
be humbled, and whoever
humbles himself will be exalted."
Our Lord reminds us that we
must not take credit for what He
has done so we must praise Him.
T- stands for Trust in His unfail-
ing love. Psalm 13:5, David
says, "But I trust in your unfail-
ing love." Regards of our
battles, struggles, hurdles, or
difficulties always trust in the
unfailing agape love of our Lord
Jesus. His love is never ending,
never failing, and is beyond
measure. Psalm 37:5-6, says
"Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in Him and he will do this:
He will make your righteousness
shine like the dawn."

My 5 points are 5 verbs- which
are words that convey action-
Learn, Invite, Give, Humble, &
Trust. So everyone must do the
action in order to be a light that
shines for Christ brightly. You
must understand you purpose

-8-

is to praise God and to spread
the Gospel.

Inaworld full of darkness we all
should stand out in boldness
and shine and emit the presence
of God in our daily lives. Let
others see a difference in you.
Let others ask you why is your
face so radiant, not because of
your make-up but because of the
Glory of God. May His face
shine upon you and make you a
blessing to others. May others
lost in this world find the Lord
and His redemptive power.
Stop being afraid of what God
can do thru you and with you.
Be used by Him. Stop living a
life of mediocrity. Live alife of
excellence and peace that only
Christ can offer. Stop feeling
guilty for what you should do
for Christ and just do it. Stand
in the gap and pray for the souls
of your friends and loved ones
that need a better relationship
with Lord Jesus. We as a church
should also stand together to
ignite a spark and start flames
that reaches out from our city to
our state to our country and to
the whole world. Let others
know that we shine for Jesus
Christ and that we are saved by
the price He paid on the cross.
May we as individuals shine
this 2012 more than ever before.

[ Article

PASTOR SHIBU CHERIAN
Shibunissy@gmail.com

E. Paul Hovey has once re-
marked: "A blind man's world is
bounded by the limits of his
touch; an ignorant man's world
by the limits of his knowledge; a
great man's world by the limits
of his vision".

What a remarkable observa-
tion! By God's grace, we are nei-
ther blind nor ignorant, so what
is holding us back from achiev-
ing greatness and fulfilling God's
plan in our lives is the fact that
we do not have a clear vision for
our future. God's Word tells us:
"where there is no vision, the
people perish™ (Proverbs 29:18,
KJV). However, to have a vision
inour lives is to visualize where
we can be tomorrow, not where
we are now today. When we have
a clearly defined vision, it is pos-
sible that we may travel on a dif-
ferent road than others.

How BIG is your VISION?

Helen Keller was born in
1880 in Tuscumbia, Alabama in
the United States. When she
was 18 months old, she had a
crippling fever that left her deaf,
blind and dumb. However, she
was determined to make some-
thing of her life. By the age of 7,
she invented 60 different signs
to communicate with her family.
She later learned the Braille lan-
guage from her teacher Anne
Sullivan. In 1904, she became
the first deaf-blind person to
graduate from a college
(Radcliffe). She went on to be-
come a prolific writer (wrote 12
books) and a gifted motivational
speaker. She received many hon-
orary Ph.D. degrees from many
universities around the world,
including Delhi University in
1965, and in 1973 she was in-
ducted into the National
Woman's Hall of Fame. She isan
example of a person who was
blind physically, but achieved
greatness because of her BIG
vision. How BIG is your vision?

Itis asad fact that this world
is full of dreamers and visionar-
ies, but only a few are bold
enough to move forward and
take concrete steps to actualize

their vision. Joseph Campbell
has made the following state-
ment: "A dream is your creative
vision for your life in the future.
A vision is what specifically you
intend to make happen".

The first step in having a vi-
sion is to create a personal vi-
sion statement after much reflec-
tion and prayer. This statement
will allow us to look forward to
the future with positive expec-
tations about ourselves as this
will broadly describe what we
want from our earthly lives. Our
vision should be just out of
reach, but never out of sight.
When we write down our vision
statement, this will keep us fo-
cused enough to think about
and set up achievable goals.
This is what God told prophet
Habakkuk: "Write the vision and
make it plain on tablets, that he
may run who reads it. For the
vision is yet for an appointed
time; but at the end it will speak,
and it will not lie. Though it tar-
ries, wait for it; because it will
surely come, it will not tarry."
(Habakkuk 2:2-3)

Having a vision will enable
us to improve our self image, as
well as help out in our relation-

ship with other people. We will
be able to set up small and big
goals that will be distinguished
by the time span. The three wise
men from the East who started
their journey had a vision - to
see the newborn King of the
Jews (Matthew 2:1). What
guided them in their arduous
journey was the star in the sky,
and all they did was follow the
star. The only time they faulted
was by asking the people in
Jerusalem instead of following
the star to their final destination
(v.2). This resulted in King
Herod's intervention, which re-
sulted in the massacre of many
innocent children (vv. 16-18).
However, it was the star that

it

s )

guided them finally to the baby
Jesus (vv. 9-11).

Our persistence in following
our vision is the key for our suc-
cess. Let us note that our vision
will be tested many times (e.g.
Joseph in the Old Testament).
However, behind every obstacle
lies an opportunity that we must
grab. We must incubate our vi-
sion through times of fasting,
prayer and meditation. Finally,
we must never forsake integrity
and faith in God who alone will
bring our vision into completion
"being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a
good work in you will complete
it until the day of Jesus Christ"
(Phil 1:6)
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Is Jesus

THOMAS VEMMELIL

Who is Jesus? Is Jesus of
Nazareth merely a great leader, a
great teacher, and a model of the
most sacred human values? Or
is He a great Revolutionist ever
lived in the human
history?These are few of the
great questions among men
since the birth of Jesus nearly
two thousand years ago. The
Jews of His day who opposed
Him said that He was a mere car-
penter from Nazareth, the son of
Joseph; they said that He was
only a man. Others among the
Jews said that He was John the
Baptist, or Elijah, Jeremiah, or
one of the prophets. The Gen-
tiles of the past generations
have said that He was a religious
revolutionary, a great philoso-
pher, anoble moralist, or a sacri-
ficial servant. Now the Marxist
Communist Party in Kerala
claims Jesus to be their leader in
the form of a great Revolution-
ist to which Mar Chrisostom
endorses his signature.

In the New Testament we
find Jews suffering under the
hands of the Roman Empire,
having lost control of their coun-
try. The Jews were ridiculed as
men without a country. The Lord
was born shortly after the con-
quest of the Jewish nation. At
that time the rulers, like Pontius

merely a Revolutionary Leader?

(An answer to Mar Chrisostom and Pinarayi Vijayan)

Pilate, were Gentiles, yet they
were still God's appointed au-
thorities. Once the Pharisees
tempted the Lord by asking Him,
"Is it lawful to give tribute to
Caesar, or not?" The Lord an-
swered, "Render then the things
that are Caesar's to Caesar and
the things that are God's to God"
(Matt. 22:17, 21). This means
that the Lord acknowledged
Caesar's authority. He acknowl-
edged the existence of earthly
authorities. If the Lord did not
know God, He could very well
have become a revolutionary
leader. But He never gave Him-
self to any revolutionary move-
ment. He recognized the author-
ity of human government as
coming from God.

One day Jesus at Caesarea
Philippi asked His disciples,
"Who do men say that the Son
of Man is? And they said, Some,
John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah
or one of the prophets" (Matt.
16:13-14).Then Jesus proceeded
to ask them a most pointed ques-
tion, a question which we all
must answer: "But you, who do
you say that I am?" (v. 15). Only
one of Jesus' disciples, Peter,
answered by saying, "You are
the Christ, the Son of the living
God" (v. 16). By saying that
Jesus was the Son of the living

God, Peter was saying that Christ
was God Himself (John 10:30, 33;
5:18; 1:1; 20:28; 1 John 5:20; Phil.
2:6; Heb. 1:8). The Lord re-
sponded to Peter by saying,
"Blessed are you, Simon
Barjona, because flesh and
blood has not revealed this to
you, but My Father who is in
the heavens" (v. 17). We need
heavenly revelation to receive
the blessing of seeing who
Christreally is.

The Gospel of John tells the
story of a disciple named Tho-
mas who refused to believe the
other disciples when they told
him that they had seen Jesus
after His resurrection. Thomas
said, "Unless | see in His hands
the mark of the nails and put my
finger into the mark of the nails
and put my hand into His side, |
will by no means believe" (20:25).
Eight days later Jesus appeared
to the disciples again, and this
time Thomas was with them.
"Then He said to Thomas, Bring
your finger here and see My
hands, and bring your hand and
put it into My side; and do not
be unbelieving, but believing.
Thomas answered and said to
Him, My Lord and my God! Jesus
said to him, Because you have
seen Me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not
seen and have believed" (vv. 27-

29). Thomas's declaration of be-
lief was that Jesus was his Lord
and his God. Jesus' response
was that all who believe as Tho-
mas did are blessed. Apostle
John concludes in verse 31 "But
these have been written that you
may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing, you may have life in
His name".

One of the most important
foundations of the Christian
faith is the confession that
Christ is God. Christ is not just a
great man; He is the very God

Himself. When one of Christ's
disciples, Peter, acknowledged
that Christ was the Son of the
living God, he was proclaiming
one of the greatest mysteries of
the universe. The Christian
church is founded upon this rev-
elation of the divine person of
Christ. Martin Luther, the Prot-
estant reformer, said, "Take hold
of Jesus as a man, and you will
discover that He is God."

If you want to know who a
man is, you must ask him.
Throughout history no philoso-
pher, religious leader, or sage
has dared to claim to be God.
Only Jesus said that He is God.
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